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		The desegregation era has been notable for exceptional demands and disappointing results. The desegregation mandate, as introduced by Brown v. Board of Education, deviated from principles of constitutional review that had routinely accommodated or deferred to classifications and distinctions on the basis of race. Recent Supreme Court decisions have, however, trimmed constitutional requirements for a society that has left behind formal segregation, but not realities of racism and discrimination. As ultimately defined, the law of the land is that the achievements of Brown need not be preserved and the undoing of segregation itself is required only "to the extent practicable." 
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