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		The Supreme Court declared in Brown v. Board of Education that "[s]eparate educational facilities are inherently unequal." In so doing, it determined that equal protection could not be fully secured even by efforts calculated to eliminate tangible educational disparities. The Court concluded instead that it "must look to the effect of segregation itself on public education." Upon doing so, it determined that racial segregation had a detrimental effect upon the victims of discrimination, thus denying them equal educational opportunities and equal protection of the law.  

For nearly two decades following the Brown decision, the Court's adherence to the desegregation precept was unbending. In the early 1970's, as the focus spread from the South to the North and West, the Court began to formulate major limiting principles that narrowed the desegregation mandate's reach. During the 1980's, the consequences of those decisions have become increasingly visible. In major population centers, education is substantially separate, unequal, and often immune to desegregation. Moreover, many schools, once desegregated, have been constitutionally freed to resegregate. 
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