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		Constitutional guarantees, regardless of how profound, are not absolute. The history of fundamental rights and liberties, from the first through the fourteenth amendment, is replete with instances of limitation, condition, and circumscription. Although deviation from or qualification of fundamental norms is not necessarily problematical when justifications are weighty and principled, judicial line-drawing that is perceived as fitful, capricious, or poorly linked to pertinent values is likely to be both institutionally and constitutionally demeaning. Supreme Court review, pursuant to the first amendment's establishment clause, may not reflect the original miscalculations characterizing other constitutional ignominies such as slavery, segregation, and Lochnerism. Still, the construction and execution of standards fail to satisfy even minimal expectations of persuasive and creditable analysis. They are dishonored in word, by critics who regard their inconsistencies as an embarrassment, and in deed, by exponents who apply them erratically or simply dispense with them when convenience beckons. 
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