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		Abstract

		On July 1, Kathryn Steinle’s death on a pier in San Francisco re-ignited the long-running political debate over the wisdom of sanctuary city policies.  This essay examines some of the rhetoric deployed in that debate, and in particular relies on Professor Ian Haney López’s work focusing on the use of “dog-whistle politics,” the practice of embedding coded racial appeals in a political message in order to promote policies of continued racial subordination.   

Part One provides a brief recounting of the death of Kathryn Steinle and the immediate political response.  In Part Two, I examine how dog-whistle politics played a role in the narrative framing of the debate, and in Part Three, I offer concluding thoughts.  

The larger project begun here is an examination of the narratives used to set political agendas and control policy across the crimmigration arena. 
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