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		Abstract

		The cultural heritage of humankind is finite and non-renewable. As a result, it confronts a threat more perilous than the possible destruction facing the biological diversity of our natural heritage. More poignantly, the reasons for protecting biological diversity apply with even greater force to cultural heritage in general and the vulnerable cultural resources of indigenous peoples in particular. While species and animals facing extinction can reproduce themselves, cultural resources are not capable of such renewal. Once destroyed, they are lost forever. This article focuses on how this critical, non-renewable, component of human civilization may be preserved. The â€œcultural heritageâ€� canvassed in this paper possesses intrinsic religious and cultural importance as the heritage of humanity as well as utilitarian value as the DNA of our civilization. It traverses a broad spectrum of human creativity expressed in archaeological sites, monuments, art, sculpture, architecture, oral and written records, and living cultures. The primary objective of this article is to establish a jurisdictional framework that recognizes the rights of indigenous people to their own cultural heritage and the duty of the international community to protect such cultural resources. 
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