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		Abstract

		Polygamy was guaranteed among the peoples of Africa. Therefore, it was open to all who to practice it in the African contextual framework. But in the modern contemporary society polygamy has been hidden among dignitaries working in government offices. It becomes open when the man passes away and second or third wife declares herself openly and claims the sharing of the deceased properties or estates. Polygamy refers to the marriage in which the spouse of either sex has more than one mate at the same time and form a family. Therefore, a family is complete when children are born. The problem of the study is nowadays dignitaries [men] who work in the government office who die, women re service to claim their rights as second or third wives of the deceased. The objectives are to investigate the factors leading to the man [husband] and wife [second wife] hides their marriage until when one passes away they claim the body or properties from the deceased. The research would adopt descriptive-analytical method. The findings are many dignitaries in Africa have passed away and a second or third wife comes openly to claim the sharing of the properties of the deceased. This poses a lot of questions which needs the research to unearth. It is concluded that there is hidden polygamy among dignitaries and its evident from the children born who resemble their deceased father. It is recommended that hidden polygamy should be abolished and open polygamy should be encourage for promoting social justice for family members. 
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