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		Abstract

		This piece attempts to develop a comprehensive survey of the   one million practicing lawyers in the United States today. It   describes the practice of the solo practitioner, the middle size and large firm lawyer, the government lawyer and the house   counsel. It discusses the fields of practice, the economics and salaries of each. It distinguishes the rural lawyer from the   urban, the litigator from the transactional lawyer. It briefly   describes legal education, admission, the role of bar   associations. It ends with predictions about the future   including multi-disciplinary practice.  	  The audiences for the piece include the many, many law   students I have counseled who seemed to know nothing about the   profession and had no idea of where to begin in deciding career choice. I hope career services people might find it useful.   Another audience might be the foreign lawyer who seeks a short but comprehensive introduction to American lawyers. 
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