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		Abstract

		This is a paper originally presented by Lord Cooke at the Building the Constitution conference of the Institute of Policies Studies in Wellington on 7 and 8 April 2000. In it, Lord Cooke stresses four themes. First, that the New Zealand constitution is unique in its form and, although â€œno machinery for changing its machinery had been laid downâ€�, courts may not recognise radical changes made without â€œoverwhelming general and Maori supportâ€�. Secondly, entrenchment of human rights was necessary for human civilisation. Thirdly, appeals to the Privy Council should be abolished and, fourthly an acceptable replacement could be a â€œSupreme Court of New Zealand, consisting of a few permanent local judges, augmented by one or two overseas judgesâ€�, similar to the practice used by the House of Lords, Privy Council, Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal, and Supreme Court of Fiji. 
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