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		The extent to which the reproductive rights of the mentally handicapped are safeguarded must be balanced against their responsibilities in the execution of those rights.  Social externalities and economic costs are a crucial point of equilibrium in determining the extent to which full reproductive rights will be recognized.  Rather than blanket prohibitions either for or against sterilization, a situational ethic should be guide decisions and broad policies regarding issues of procreational autonomy for the mentally handicapped. 
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