

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	From Science to Policy: Assessing the Assessment Process

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			21 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 3 Jan 2002
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by David CashDavid Cash
Commonwealth of Massachusetts - Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs
William C. Clark
Harvard University - Harvard Kennedy School (HKS)


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: November 2001

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Global environmental change is increasingly understood to have causes, consequences, and responses which span multiple levels, from the local to the global.  The multi-level nature of such problems has required a radical shift in the relationship between knowledge and action.  This working paper illustrates that in an era of global change which is inexorably linked with local ecosystems and communities, successful efforts of regional assessments which address large-scale environmental change can be characterized as distributed research, assessment, and decision support systems.  Such systems share a number of characteristics.  They: 1) integrate research, assessment, and decision-making across multiple levels; 2) are structured to assess and address global change in the context of local consequences; 3) identify, assess, and respond to the interactions between society and environment which cross levels; and 4) structure the relationship between decision-makers and researchers as a two-way, dynamic, and iterated process (not a "pipeline" from science to decision-maker). 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Environment and Natural Resources, Information Technology, Intergovernmental Relations, International Development

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Cash,  David and Clark,  William C., From Science to Policy: Assessing the Assessment Process (November 2001).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=295570 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.295570 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David Cash

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Commonwealth of Massachusetts - Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor
Boston, MA  02114
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						William C. Clark (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Harvard Kennedy School (HKS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					79 John F. Kennedy Street
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States
617-495-3981 (Phone)
617-495-8963 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      601

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,383

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   82,294

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       11 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       68 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Harvard Kennedy School Faculty Research Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Harvard Kennedy School Faculty Research Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,035

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              925

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Comparative & Global Administrative Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Comparative & Global Administrative Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              871

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,958

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Peter L. Lindseth at University of Connecticut School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Environmental Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environmental Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              374

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,006

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Holly Doremus at University of California, Berkeley - School of Law, Peter S. Menell at UC Berkeley School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Awards: A View from Psychological Economics

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bruno S. Frey
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Susanne Neckermann
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Knight Fever - Towards an Economics of Awards

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bruno S. Frey
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Awards as Incentives

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Susanne Neckermann
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Bruno S. Frey
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Toward a General Theory of Awards, or, Do Economists Need a Hall of Fame?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Burton A. Weisbrod
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        W. Lee Hansen
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Discretionary Bonuses as a Feedback Mechanism

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Anton Suvorov
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeroen Van De Ven
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            What is an Award Worth? An Econometric Assessment of the Impact of Awards on Employee Performance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Susanne Neckermann, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Reto Cueni, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Awards at Work

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Susanne Neckermann, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Reto Cueni, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Awards at Work

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Susanne Neckermann, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Reto Cueni, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Evaluitis - a New Illness (Evaluitis - Eine Neue Krankheit)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bruno S. Frey
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.105 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
