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		Abstract

		This is the introduction written by Sir Robin Cooke as the Editor-in-Chief of The Laws of New Zealand. Sir Robin describes this encyclopedia as the New Zealand counterpart to The Laws of England. It is a text that marks the development of New Zealand law, towards â€œindependent nationhoodâ€�, both in terms of statute and case law. He comments that in statute law, New Zealand has made its mark in many areas, including constitutional law and human rights (referring to the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, the Human Rights Act 1993, and Official Information Act 1982), race relations (Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975), private law (Land Transfer Act 1952), and commercial law (Commerce Act 1986, Fair Trading Act 1986, and Consumer Guarantees Act 1993). Sir Robin notes that the New Zealand common law has also progressed in the fields of negligence law, constructive trusts, de facto unions, the range of civil remedies, and the total absence of fault defence. Finally, he comments on his role as Editor-in-Chief. 
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