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		Abstract

		Some good things are good for the individual who has them wholly in virtue of his relative standing compared to others. Think, for example, about votes for presidential candidates. What matters, in terms of winning the election, is the relative position of the different candidates. A candidate may have a large (absolute) amount of votes, but if someone else has more than she does, she loses. Think, also, of the educational credentials of candidates competing for a job. A local college graduate is far more likely to get the job when the other candidates didnâ€™t attend college at all, than when his opponent has an Ivy League college on his CV. We call these positional goods. The developing literature regarding the philosophical dimensions of positional goods, offers, roughly speaking, two approaches to contend with this unique trait of positional goods. According to the first approach, positional goodsâ€™ relative nature entails distributing them equally, even at the cost of leveling down. The second response to positional goods consists in preventing or minimizing the competitive element in their distribution. Both approaches respond to positional goodsâ€™ relative nature, assuming, by and large, that all positional goods are similar and that the normative rules that apply to them are therefore the same. In this paper, I argue that treating all positional goods alike misses some interesting differences within this category of goods and highlight one such difference, namely the difference between different positional goods in their sensitivity to the size of inequality. 
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