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		Abstract

		The risk of an unwanted pregnancy represents one of the major costs of sexual activity.  When abortion was legalized in a number of states during the late 1960s and early 1970s (and nationally with the 1973 Supreme Court case of Roe v. Wade), this cost was reduced as women gained the option of terminating an unwanted pregnancy.  We predict that abortion legalization led to an increase in sexual activity, accompanied by an increase in sexually transmitted diseases.  Using CDC data on the incidence of gonorrhea and syphilis by state, we test the hypothesis that judicial and legislative decisions to legalize abortion lead to an increase in sexually transmitted diseases. We find that gonorrhea and syphilis incidences are significantly and positively correlated with abortion legalization. According to our estimates, abortion legalization might account for as much as one third of the average disease incidence. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Stratmann,  Thomas and Klick,  Jonathan, The Effect of Abortion Legalization on the Incidence of Sexually Transmitted Diseases (April 4, 2002). George Mason Law & Economics Research Paper No. 02-11,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=306340 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.306340 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Thomas Stratmann (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: George Mason University - Buchanan Center Political Economy]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				George Mason University - Buchanan Center Political Economy  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					4400 University Drive
Fairfax, VA  22030
United States
703-993-2330 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: George Mason University - Mercatus Center]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				George Mason University - Mercatus Center  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3434 Washington Blvd., 4th Floor
Arlington, VA  22201
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.mercatus.org/scholars/thomas-stratmann
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Poschinger Str. 5
Munich, DE-81679
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jonathan Klick

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3501 Sansom Street
Philadelphia, PA  19104
United States
2157463455 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Erasmus School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3000 DR Rotterdam
Netherlands

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: PERC - Property and Environment Research Center]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				PERC - Property and Environment Research Center 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					2048 Analysis Drive
Suite A
Bozeman, MT  59718
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      411

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    8,518

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  131,828

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       24 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    George Mason University Department of Economics Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                George Mason University Department of Economics Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            9,212

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              972

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Carlos D. Ramirez at George Mason University - Department of Economics

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Antonin Scalia Law School, George Mason University, Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Antonin Scalia Law School, George Mason University, Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,833

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,178

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        J. Shahar Dillbary at George Mason University - Antonin Scalia Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Health Care Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Care Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              736

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,199

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erin C. Fuse Brown at Georgia State University College of Law , Jaime S. King at Faculty of Law, The University of Auckland

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Goods & Regulation in Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Goods & Regulation in Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              522

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,763

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Power of the Pill: Oral Contraceptives and Women's Career and Marriage Decisions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Claudia Goldin
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Lawrence F. Katz
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Legalized Abortion on Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John J. Donohue
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Legalized Abortion on Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    John J. Donohue
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Steven D. Levitt
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Roe V. Wade and American Fertility

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Phillip B. Levine, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Douglas Staiger, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            An Economic Analysis of a Drug-Selling Gang's Finances

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Steven D. Levitt
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Career and Family: College Women Look to the Past

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Claudia Goldin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            After the Epidemic: Recent Trends in Youth Violence in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Philip J. Cook
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        John H. Laub
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Abortion Legalization and Child Living Circumstances: Who is the "Marginal Child?"

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan Gruber, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Phillip B. Levine, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Unobservables, Pregnancy Resolutions, and Birthweight Production Functions in New York City

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Grossman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Theodore Joyce
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Schooling and Labor Market Consequences of the 1970 State Abortion      Reforms

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joshua D. Angrist
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        William N. Evans
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.141 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
