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		Do countries with the highest air pollution in 2000 experience further deterioration during the next 14 years, while countries with the lowest air pollution experience further improvement during the same period? To answer this question, three methods of comparative analysis were used for the four groups of 30 countries each as well as to their subgroups of countries. Results from the research indicate that the 15 countries with the highest air pollution experienced further deterioration in their averaged air pollution, whereas the next 15 countries with still high air pollution experienced a moderate improvement. The 30 countries with the lowest air pollution experienced a rapid improvement. In addition, all eight subgroups of countries displayed statistically valid gamma convergence indicating that catch-up effect has taken place. Policy implications from these findings will be discussed. 
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