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		Political scientists have renewed their interest in British politics, using advanced methods, leveraging new data sources, and publishing papers in the leading journals the field. Such studies take British political institutions as their starting point, performing new tests of relationships between those institutions and the behaviour of political actors. Such a strategy was implicit in the older institutional literature on British politics, but the impact of these institutional incentives was not fully tested at the time. To make this argument, the paper traces the evolution of the study of British politics from these older institutional studies, to critiques of British politics, new institutionalism, interpretative work, and US-inspired studies, which pre-cursor the current re-engagement with institutions, returned to after the dominance of governance theories. The challenge is to understand the strength and nature of these relationships, when many of the supporting features of the Westminster system have eroded. 
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