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		Abstract

		The five-parameter generalized beta distribution and ten of its special cases are considered as models fore the size distribution of income. The models are fit to income data for 23 countries and various years - a total of 82 datasets. Of the models considered, the Weibull, Daagum and generalized beta of the second kind are best fitting of the models with two, three and four parameters for 62 percent, 84 percent, and 96 percent of the data sets, respectively. Increasing inequality with respect to pre-tax income is observed in most of the countries considered. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Bandourian,  Ripsy and McDonald,  James B. and Turley,  Robert S., A Comparison of Parametric Models of Income Distribution Across Countries and Over Time (June 2002). Luxembourg Income Study Working Paper No. 305,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=324900 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.324900 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ripsy Bandourian

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Harvard University - Business School (HBS)]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Business School (HBS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Soldiers Field Road
Morgan 270C
Boston, MA  02163
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						James B. McDonald

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Brigham Young University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					130 Faculty Office Bldg.
Provo, UT  84602-2363
United States
801-378-3463 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Robert S. Turley (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Quantitative Strategies  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					32 Old Slip, 24th Floor
New York, NY  10005
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      658

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,994

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   74,165

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       38 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       21 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Using the P90/P10 Index to Measure US Inequality Trends with Current Population Survey Data: A View from Inside the Census Bureau Vaults

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Richard V. Burkhauser, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Shuaizhang Feng, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Consistent Cell Means for Topcoded Incomes in the Public Use March CPS (1976-2007)

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeff Larrimore, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Richard V. Burkhauser, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Consistent Cell Means for Topcoded Incomes in the Public Use March CPS (1976-2007)

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jeff Larrimore, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Richard V. Burkhauser, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Estimating Trends in Us Income Inequality Using the Current Population Survey:  the Importance of Controlling for Censoring

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard V. Burkhauser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Shuaizhang Feng, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Estimating Trends in US Income Inequality Using the Current Population Survey: The Importance of Controlling for Censoring

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard V. Burkhauser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Shuaizhang Feng, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Estimating Trends in U.S. Income Inequality Using the Current Population Survey: The Importance of Controlling for Censoring

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard V. Burkhauser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Shuaizhang Feng, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Trends in the Relative Household Income of Working-Age Men with Work Limitations: Correcting the Record Using Internal Current Population Survey Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard V. Burkhauser
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jeff Larrimore
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Recent Trends in Top Income Shares in the USA: Reconciling Estimates from March CPS and IRS Tax Return Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard V. Burkhauser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Shuaizhang Feng, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
