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		Abstract

		In most judiciaries around the world, judges are citizens of the state on whose courts they serve. The prevalent use of foreign judges on domestic courts in the Pacific region represents an exception to this global norm. It also stands in tension with the idea of a reflective judiciary, in that the judiciary is composed, at least in part, of judges of a different nationality and generally also of a different ethnic and cultural identity to the community. Taking the judiciaries of the Pacific region as a case study, this paper examines how the use of foreign judges affects two senses in which a judiciary is said to â€˜reflectâ€™ the community. It argues first that it is difficult for foreign judges to reflect or â€˜speak forâ€™ distinctive community values in judicial decision-making; and secondly that courts comprising foreign judges do not resemble the community and are likely to appear removed from the people of Pacific communities. I suggest that the accepted and longstanding use of foreign judges in the Pacific discloses an understanding of the judge as a technician who decides cases according to law; and of the court as performing a confined role in the pluralist legal systems of Pacific states. 
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