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		Abstract

		When do politically motivated initiatives constitute an abuse of powers? Even where it appears to be in the public’s interests and general mandate to pursue such policies – amidst written or unwritten constitutional rules and responsibilities? The UK’s Supreme Court recent landmark ruling in which  it was unanimously held that the Monarch’s decision to suspend Parliament -based on the Prime Minister (executive)’s advice, was unlawful, also brings to light the importance of considering underlying rationales for pursuing unprecedented constitutional policies, justifications of such a move – as well as possible conflicting goals between the originally intended wishes of the mandate – as reflected and evidenced by one of the primary reasons for the 2016 Referendum, namely the need to preserve Parliamentary sovereignty in the UK – against the backdrop of the consequences emanating from proroguing Parliament for five weeks – and more precisely for the duration of the period in which it was intended that the UK would leave the EU – with or without a deal. 

In the same vein, the announcement by the Speaker of the U.S House of Representatives of a formal and official impeachment inquiry – considered to be necessary as a system of checks and balances against the abuse of powers by the executive, is not only reflective of the foundational elements needed to uphold democracy within a system of powers delegated between the judiciary, legislature and executive, but also serves as a reminder that even where a written constitution still prevails, the spirit and manner in which is it laid out, may present serious matters of statutory interpretation and the need for judicial intervention -since the executive could consider grounds of justification in interpreting such rules in a way which is regarded as reflecting the interests of the mandate , even though this may still be regarded by legislature as constituting serious grounds for abuse of powers – to the extent of attracting such draconian punitive responses in the form of impeachment investigations – and ultimately, possible grounds for impeachment.

This paper aims to contribute to the extant literature on the matter by highlighting how and why it is necessary to delineate between matters of public interests, national security – and ultimately the need to balance interests of democratic accountability and parliamentary (legislative) sovereignty from a background of the context, content and prevailing matters of public policy and constitutional relevance – even as intended by the rule of law and the application of separation of powers. Further, it highlights why the role of the judiciary becomes all the more important in ensuring that an appropriate balance and favorable consensus is reached between politically motivated goals and the need to uphold democratic accountability – particularly given the fact that the legislative and executive branches are more intricately linked – such that there are greater possibilities of conflicts of interest between these two branches.
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