

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Do Collectivistic and Individualistic Institutions Make People Different? Field Experimental Evidence from the Last People’s Commune in China

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			38 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 8 Mar 2019
		
			Last revised: 13 Oct 2019
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Hang YeHang Ye
Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics (ZUFE) - School of Economics; Zhejiang University - College of Economics
Shu Chen
Zhejiang University - College of Economics; University of Bonn - Department of Economics
Jun Luo
Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics (ZUFE) - School of Economics
Yefeng Chen
Zhejiang University - College of Economics


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: February 18, 2019

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Mainland China underwent significant institutional changes in the 1980s, when most villages transitioned from collectivism to individualism. As one of the exceptions, Yakou Village is called "the last people's commune in China". Conducting a lab-in-field experiment, we compared the social and economic behaviors of the villagers in Yakou and of those in its neighboring individualistic village, Pansha. We found significant differences in behaviors between collectivistic and individualistic adult villagers. Collectivistic villagers are more altruistic, trustful, and cooperative but are less competitive and exhibit higher time preferences than individualistic villagers. Interestingly, the behavioral differences are not observed in their children. 
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