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		Abstract

		Possessing high cognitive ability has obvious instrumental value for both individuals and society. Some, however, intuitively feel that excellent ability is also valuable for its own sake. This intuition, which I call this â€œthe perfectionist intuitionâ€� is so embedded in our thinking about education that it has become an unstated desideratum of principles of educational justice, making theories that do not ensure the full realization of potential unattractive. The perfectionist intuition also justifies educational practices that promote those already better off (such as gifted education), and limits what we owe the worst off. This paper attempts to undermine the perfectionist intuition, thereby offering support to some of the more radical theories of justice. Three different arguments are put forward. First, I try to â€œexplain awayâ€� the intuition, in other words to trace alternative explanations as to why we intuit that high ability has intrinsic value when, in fact, it does not; Second, I demonstrate that the perfectionist intuition does not necessarily follow from perfectionist theories of the good life, and third I argue that developing excellence should not outweigh the instrumental benefits of developing ability for individuals at the lower end of the ability spectrum. 
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