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		Abstract

		This is the story of the creation of the Family Defense Clinic at NYU in 1990 and how clinical scholarship, especially the work of Gary Bellow, influenced the choice to select an area of the law that did not already have a place on the map. In choosing an area of the law in which clients were unable to secure high quality legal representation, the clinic's original goals were simply to use clinical education as a means to provide legal services to an underserved community. The community the clinic served was parents accused of maltreating their children. 

The article explains the many benefits of starting a clinic where there wasn't already a vibrant legal services community. Unable to imitate or build on the work of others, we had to invent how to practice and discover what was needed for our clients to achieve their objectives. In doing so, we came to realize the importance to paying close attention to our clients even when the case was not in court and to accompany our clients to all of the out-of-court meetings they had to attend. That, in turn, meant we had to expand the professionals on our legal team and needed to include social workers as partners in the work. 

Over the course of 20 years, a new field was formed â€” the field of family defense. The article ends by briefly describing the remarkable transformation of family defense in New York city, beginning in 2007 and leading to today where almost all parents are represented by multi-disciplinary law offices which are able to prevent the needless separation of children from their families at an unprecedented rate. 
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