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		Abstract

		Accountability issues are a major concern regarding the SDGs. A considerable body of academic literature on the subject is available. Two features of this literature are striking. The first is that the concept of accountability is not very well elaborated and bares no connection to the extensive accountability literature in the field of public administration. The second feature is that, although accountability is closely linked to governance, the governance of SDGs is again rather poorly treated in the existing literature as it turns an almost blind side on the considerable global public goods aspects of SDGs.

This paper wants to remedy these shortcomings. First, it sets out to look at SDGs through the lens of welfare economics and the global public goods paradigm. Secondly the consequences of this heterogenous picture for accountability will be examined. Following the framework developed by Bovens (2007) two stages have to be distinguished. In the first stage the system has to be described in terms of actors, fora, information and sanctioning. In the second stage the evaluation has to be done, in principle using some benchmark. The accountability system as described in the first stage can then be compared to some ideal type of accountability and be evaluated on a satisfaction scale. Adaptations in the accountability system can then be going in the right or in the wrong direction.

This paper should allow to see more clearly the accountability issues of the SDGs by putting them into the framework of global public goods. 
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