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		Abstract

		Antitrust law is undergoing a transformation that is detrimental to the interest of the general public. “Romantics” are taking over antitrust law—a fact evinced by recent public outreach instruments. This transformation is grounded in populist rhetoric that pits the “elites” (often, the technological elite embodied by tech companies) against “the people,” and provides opportunities antitrust authorities’ top officials to benefit their own interests at the expense of the public. Presently, nothing is being done to unwind this downward spiral; we are stuck in a regime in which any action to correct market failures is automatically deemed beneficial, without ever considering the possibility of governmental failure.

Increasing romanization could critically jeopardize decades of jurisprudential construction, causing economic disruption, destabilization of the law, and blindness towards real anticompetitive practices on the part of antitrust authorities, consequently placing the rule of law at risk. To avoid these consequences, remedial measures are necessary. To this end, the present Article proposes several measures, intended to fill the institutional gaps in which the moralization of antitrust law is taking place. Overall, the effectiveness of antitrust authorities should be enhanced by applying reason to antitrust law rather than fears, feelings, or sentiments. The romance must be taken out of antitrust. 
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