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		Loss aversion is one of the foundational phenomena in behavioural economics and behavioural science. It is also one of the most widely replicated in basic science studies, and one which has found a regular use in behavioural public administration. It is therefore a natural choice for interventions aiming to encourage compliance with rules put in place to stem the COVID-19 pandemic.  We compare the effectiveness of loss and gain messages in the context of COVID-19 in the UK. We find no differences in intention to comply with guidance, or belief about how long the lockdown should continue, comparing a gain and loss framed message. We suggest reasons why this might be the case, including the heightened emotional valence of the pandemic. 
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