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		Abstract

		This article focuses on the manner by which the courts modulate the depth of scrutiny in judicial review. Building on previous work that demonstrates that (overt and covert) variability is ubiquitous in judicial review, this article frames and explains the key methods employed to modulate the depth of scrutiny in New Zealand. The key methods are located within the broader Anglo-Commonwealth experience and are explicated in terms of four schemata drawn from the changing language and structure of successive editions of de Smithâ€™s distinguished textbook: scope of review, grounds of review, intensity of review and contextual review. A set of criteria for evaluating the virtues of the different schemata is then proposed, based on Fullerâ€™s principles of legality. 
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