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		Abstract

		In the summer of 2019, protesters took to the streets of Hong Kong. After thousands of arrests for protest-related offences, the idea of an amnesty for those facing prosecution or convicted of offences arising from the street protests was proposed. It was resisted, primarily on the ground that amnesty would undermine the rule of law. This article critically examines the use of amnesty in the distinctive context of street protest. Drawing on a comparative survey of protest amnesties in 23 countries, it identifies three overlapping reasons why amnesties are granted to street protesters: as a peace-building tool to defuse conflict, as a recognition of the legitimacy of the protestersâ€™ cause; and as a â€˜giftâ€™ of a sovereign on significant state or religious occasions. It then examines the ways in which amnesty for street protesters can be justified as a matter of legal and political theory. In doing so, it seeks to move beyond instrumental justifications which frame amnesty as a political concession to resolve conflict or quell unrest, and consider how amnesty for street protesters is consistent with and can even enhance the values of good government. Amnesty for street protesters can be justified on the grounds of rule of law, democratic responsiveness, virtue and the cultivation of political trust, and each of these rationales has particular resonance in Hong Kong. 
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