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		Abstract

		In this article, I argue that beyond identifiable instances of extortion and abuse, the threat of being a chained wife disempowers women in divorce negotiations in a manner that is fundamentally problematic and must be remedied in a manner different than remedies often discussed that focus on punishing individual cases of abuse.  Indeed, focus on the impermissibility or illegality of â€œabuseâ€� creates a false sense that the agunah threat can be neutralized by curtailing individual immorality through legal means. In contrast, my argument is that the Jewish legal system that creates non-mutual, extreme power imbalances in negotiations cannot be remedied without changing the power imbalance embedded in the structure of Jewish divorce itself. Merely outlawing â€œextortionâ€� might improve individual cases but fails to address the crux of the problem and obfuscates the need for more fundamental, structural reform. 

Using negotiation theory, I demonstrate how power imbalances that affect divorce negotiations are often left unacknowledged and yet create the potential for injustice for all women in Jewish divorce.  Furthermore, these power differentials are only exacerbated by modern divorce lawâ€™s focus on gender neutrality, taking away womenâ€™s bargaining endowments that could have been used to counterbalance the unequal agunah threat.  After providing reasons why instances of abuse and not fundamental problems with Jewish divorce negotiations dominate agunah discussions, I suggest ways to alter power imbalances in Jewish divorce negotiations that could ease the problems women face, assuming that the problematic status of chained wife itself cannot be completely removed without a change in religious law. 
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