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		This essay explores how the Human Rights Act 1998 (HRA) and jurisprudence of the United Kingdom have influenced New Zealand’s legal landscape. In the United Kingdom, the HRA introduced not only greater protection of substantive rights and freedoms, but also a perceived shift in the constitutional balance between the judiciary and legislature. The judiciary has taken on an expanding role as protector of rights, and with that a (perceived) more significant role in holding the state to greater account. These developments have been viewed with interest in New Zealand, though this country has not followed completely in the United Kingdoms footsteps. This essay discusses the impact of the HRA on New Zealand’s constitutional framework and jurisprudence, or the lack thereof. 
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