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		Abstract

		Terrestrial protected areas are an important tool for biodiversity conservation. Recent expansion of terrestrial projection areas is such that fifty countries have already reached or exceeded the 17% target to be realized by 2020. This research examines whether countries with low level of protection activities in the past have been catching up faster in recent years. If so, how fast is the speed of catch-ups? We use a total of 159 countries during the period of 1980 to 2015. For the total as well as the ten subgroups of countries, statistically valid catch-up effects have been determined. However, speed of catch-up varies widely among the subgroups. 
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