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		Abstract

		In this book review, published in November 2014 in H-Net Reviews in the Humanities & Social Sciences, Professor Wildenthal reviews Barry L. Strayer's 2013 book, "Canada's Constitutional Revolution" (University of Alberta Press).

Judge Strayer's book is an inside account of the process leading up to Canada's patriation of its national constitution from the United Kingdom in 1982. Strayer also touches on various related aspects of his distinguished career as a law professor, provincial and federal government attorney (he became a top member of the legal team of Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau), and Canadian federal judge.

This review praises the erudition and lively, entertaining style of Strayer's book, which makes an important contribution to understanding Canada's overall constitutional history, and specifically the origins and importance of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms adopted in 1982.

Strayer recounts several fascinating historical episodes, including the battle to include some protections for aboriginal (i.e., indigenous, Native, "First Nations") rights in the Canadian Constitution, and the struggle in his native province, Saskatchewan, to adopt universal public health insurance in 1962, which led to the national adoption a few years later of Canada's universal public health insurance system.
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