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		Abstract

		Many benefits materialize when people extend legitimacy to institutions, not the least of which is that the effectiveness of the institution is not necessarily contingent on performance satisfaction (at least in the short-term). The same is true of police agencies; therefore, many investigations of the legitimacy of the police have been reported. However, several critical issues remain unanswered. My purpose in this paper is to revisit the question of variability in willingness to extend legitimacy to the police, focusing on a nationally representative sample of African Americans. I test hypotheses connecting police legitimacy with attitudes toward Black Lives Matter, experiences with unfair treatment by legal authorities, ingroup attachments, and attitudes toward systemic racism. My findings indicate little relationship between BLM attitudes and unwillingness to extend legitimacy to the police. However, the effect of BLM on Black public opinion may still have been quite consequential: BLM may have taught Black people that police brutality is an institutional not individual failing, and, consequently, that the fate of all Black people is in fact linked. If so, the consequences for American democracy are profound. 
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