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		National courts see themselves increasingly as domestic gatekeepers containing the effects of decisions of international courts. National courts’ non-compliance with international decisions negatively affects the effectiveness of the international legal order. This backlash has been particularly visible with respect to international human rights courts and treaty bodies which are among the most active international courts. Given the growing resistance to international decisions, it is crucial to understand when, how and why national courts engage with such international decisions of human rights bodies. This issue is one of the most challenging ones for the discipline of law, as evidenced by calls from countless scholars for more empirical research. This chapter presents seven types of explanations identified in different strands in the literature as to why national courts engage with international decisions. It shows that there is still a lot of empirical uncertainty, especially with respect to the why questions. This chapter therefore makes the case for more structured in-depth empirical comparative research. The sketch of the current state of the art provides a good starting point for this. 
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