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		Abstract

		Drawing on Peter Cane’s scholarship (especially his work on administrative law, legal reasoning, the relationship between statute and common law, and the history of tort law scholarship), this paper considers the extent to which doctrinal scholarship can add to ‘fresh, plausible and suggestive’ explanatory accounts of administrative law of the sort Cane offers in Controlling Administrative Power (CUP, 2016). The chapter explains why doctrinal writing in administrative law is a fraught undertaking. Some of the reasons relate to the difficulty of pinning the general idea of doctrine down, but others relate to the difficulty of managing the perennial tension between variability and generality in the particular context of administrative law. After distinguishing three distinct modes of doctrinal writing it is, nevertheless, suggested that ‘structural’ doctrinal scholarship is well positioned to add a further layer of depth to explanatory accounts of administrative law (such as Cane’s historical institutionalism). 
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