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		Abstract

		Very little empirical research has been done to determine the effectiveness of interview practice on patent prosecution. Examiner interviews allow for a direct conversation between an applicant and an examiner to help reduce misunderstanding as to the scope of the prior art or claim scope as well as to help the examiner better understand the crux of the invention. In order to clarify the role of examiner interviews in the patenting process, a recent study reviewed every application filed with an interview from January 2007 to June 2020.  The dataset includes approximately one million patent applications with at least one interview that subsequently issued to a patent and approximately 150,000 applications with at least one interview that were subsequently abandoned. By doing a benefit-cost ratio of the interview practice itself and comparing both overall and specific examinersâ€™ prosecution rates, the study establishes that examiner interviews dramatically reduce the number of office actions required to reach either allowance or abandonment, thereby saving time and money for both applicants and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). 
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