

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Progress as Impact: A Contemporary View of the Copyright and Patent Clause

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Wake Forest Intellectual Property Law Journal Vol. 21, No. 1 (2020)

 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			28 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 9 Jun 2022
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Alina Ng BoyteAlina Ng Boyte
Mississippi College - School of Law


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 25, 2020

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The Constitution grants Congress the power to promote the progress of science and the useful arts through the intellectual property clause. Scholars and the courts understand â€œprogressâ€� to mean an increase in the creation and dissemination of copyrighted works and patented inventions It is assumed that an increase, whether quantitatively and qualitatively, in intellectual works will advance social welfare and cause economic progress. Progress, however, is quite different from growth or advancement in the collective body of knowledge or technological skill-set. Progress requires human commitment of energy and time towards forward movement and an improvement from the status quo. Such human commitment towards improvement generates entrepreneurial activities drawing upon innovative and creative applications of knowledge and skills towards a specific and directed output. This article argues that intellectual property laws need to have a more contemporary understanding of progress, one that reflects the reality and practicality of how progress actually unfolds and shows how construing progress as making an impact on social and economic welfare through entrepreneurial activities may be a more contemporarily appropriate understanding we should strive for. 
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