

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Social Context and Popular Support in Autocracies

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			56 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 20 Sep 2022
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Ting LuoTing Luo
Manchester Metropolitan University
Daniela Stockmann
Leiden University - Department of Political Science
Pierre F. Landry
University of Pittsburgh


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 7, 2022

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Why do some people living under authoritarian rule support the goals and policies of authoritarian rulers, while others oppose them? One important explanation of popular support points towards information propagated by state-dominated media. We argue that people also evaluate policies based on observational cues within the social context they live in. Drawing on the debate about the building of the social credit system in China, we probe the causal relationship between observational cues and popular support for state involvement in managing the social credit system. To do so, we draw on the first nationally representative survey oversampling Internet users in China, combining face-to-face survey data with community-level data tied to the geographical location of respondents. We find that people become more supportive of state management of the social credit system as their community is more integrated into Alibabaâ€™s e-finance services. We argue that this relation is driven by observational cues about policy implementation as a financial rather than political tool, leading to shifts in levels of popular support for state involvement in the social credit system. These findings highlight the importance of social context in understanding popular support for the policies and goals of authoritarian rulers. 
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