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		Abstract

		This study examines whether the GDPR achieved its aim of increasing users’ online privacy by decreasing the extent to which users’ activity is tracked online. The analysis uses a difference-in-differences design with a balanced panel of 717 websites — distinguishing between websites that were subject to the GDPR and websites that were not (control group). Data obtained from WhoTracks.me identify the trackers encountered on each website by millions of users in the EU and the US during the 1 month before and 20 months after the enactment of the GDPR. Findings show that, across all websites, the quantity of online tracking (measured as the number of trackers per website) increased over time; however, this increase was less pronounced among websites subject to the GDPR (an increase from 12 to 19 trackers versus 12 to 21 trackers in the control group). Subsequent analysis suggests that these effects may be attributable to the extent to which fines were imposed on non-compliant websites. Together, the results suggest that enacting the GDPR increased users’ online privacy to a small extent but that users are still tracked to a substantial degree. 
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