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		Abstract

		In March 2022 the Karnataka High Court held that Muslim junior college students in southern India had no right to wear a hijab in classes because the hijab was not an “essential religious practice” and educational settings demand uniformity. My essay explores the second part of the Court’s opinion. Why is a school unimaginable without a uniform? Why would wearing a hijab, even one sporting the school colors, “breed indiscipline that may eventually degenerate into chaos on campus?” Is this Islamophobia, pure and simple? Perhaps. But I suggest something else at play as well, namely a tradition of egalitarian uniformity rooted in the West going back to the French Revolution. In SAS v. France (2014) the European Court of Human Rights argued that showing one’s face is part of “living together” in a larger society. While hostility to Muslims and Islam plays a role in SAS and in the Karnataka High Court ruling, both cases reflect “face authoritarianism” – the idea that the state, not the person, gets to decide whether to cover or adorn their face. The French Revolutionaries banned Mardi Gras masks, and viewed hiding one’s face as an unnecessary (and potentially treasonous) act in an egalitarian society. There is something appealing here. But can’t we adopt best of the French Revolution without assuming that equality requires a bare, unadorned face? 
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