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		Abstract

		Over the course of a remarkable intellectual journey, Seyla Benhabib has renewed the utopian potential of critical theory. Beginning with the publication in 1986 of her landmark contribution to critical philosophy, Critique, Norm, and Utopia: A Study of the Foundations of Critical Theory, Benhabib launched a decades-long project to return the concept of “utopia” to its privileged place alongside “crisis,” “critique,” “norm,” and “praxis,” as a key concept in the critical theory tradition of the Frankfurt School. A central argument throughout Benhabib’s journey has been, in her words, “the need to recover part of the utopian legacy of early critical theory.”

Seyla Benhabib’s utopian vision has taken different shapes over the course of her intellectual arc, from an earlier theory of communicative ethics which she referred to as “communicative utopia” in the late 1980s and 1990s, to a more concrete and reflective utopia grounded in international law and human rights which she called a “utopia of cosmopolitanism” in the 2000s and 2010s, to a reconsidered “cosmopolitanism from below” embracing as well today local and global grassroots movements. Consistently and throughout, Benhabib has militated for equal treatment and dignity for all humans, and respect for everyone’s differences. 

Benhabib’s writings on cosmopolitanism have garnered many admirers, as well as critics. Within critical theory, I argue, the respect for difference should extend to those theoretical and philosophical differences over normative foundations, epistemologies, and political praxis. In the vein of Benhabib’s admirable respect for differences, I focus this essay on what I admire most in Benhabib’s work: the remarkable aspiration for emancipation, solidarity, equality, dignity, friendship, and respect for difference, that she has consistently advanced in her writings since her very first book. 
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