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		Abstract

		This study provides a comprehensive, integrated theory for explaining social responsibility disclosures. The relevant theory applied is Ullmann's (1985) three dimensional model of social responsibility disclosure. The research question asked is: Can Ullmann's stakeholder theory be operationalized to help explain the quantity and quality of environmental disclosures in annual reports in a voluntary reporting setting? Quantity is measured by the number of sentences devoted to environmental issues reported in the annual report while quality of disclosures is measured by a index scored by users of financial statements with financial reporting qualifications. Both quantity of disclosure and quality of disclosure are highly correlated. The sample consists of 102 of the largest companies listed on the Australian Stock Exchange. Ordinary least squares regression is used to determine if variables selected to measure stakeholder power, strategic posture and economic performance are significant in explaining the quantity and quality of environment disclosures in annuals reports. The stakeholder power dimension of Ullmann's framework measured by shareholder, regulator and lobby groups is significant in explaining environmental disclosures. The strategic posture dimension of Ullmann's model measured by content of the mission statement and existence or otherwise of environmental or social responsibility committees also find strong statistically significant support in the results. The third dimension of economic performance is not supported by the results. Consistent with prior studies, size is found to be a significant predictor of disclosure practices. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: stakeholder theory, voluntary environmental disclosures

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: M41, M45, M14, G34

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Kent,  Pamela and Chan,  Christopher, Application of Stakeholder Theory to the Quantity and Quality of Australian Voluntary Corporate Environmental Disclosures.  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=447901 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.447901 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Pamela Kent (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Queensland - Business School  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Brisbane, Queensland 4072
Australia
+016 7 3365 6611 (Phone)
+016 7 3365 6788 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Christopher Chan

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Cisco Systems  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					300 East Tasman Dr
San Jose, CA  95134
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				University of Queensland 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					St Lucia
Brisbane, Queensland 4072
Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,834

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    8,386

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   17,180

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        5 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       51 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Financial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,566

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,573

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              823

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,246

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    CSR & Management Practice eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                CSR & Management Practice eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              677

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,220

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Stakeholder Management & Stakeholder Responsibilities eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Stakeholder Management & Stakeholder Responsibilities eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              627

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,229

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Corporate Governance and Shareholder Initiatives: Empirical Evidence

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan M. Karpoff, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Paul H. Malatesta, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Shareholder Passivity Reexamined

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Bernard S. Black
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Impact of Shareholder Activism on Target Companies: A Survey of Empirical Findings

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan M. Karpoff
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Shareholder Activism and Corporate Governance in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bernard S. Black
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Motivation and Impact of Pension Fund Activism

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Diane Del Guercio
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jennifer Hawkins
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Monitoring: Which Institutions Matter?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Kai Li, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jarrad Harford, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Hedge Fund Activism, Corporate Governance, and Firm Performance

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Alon Brav, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Wei Jiang, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does Coordinated Institutional Activism Work? An Analysis of the Activities of the Council of Institutional Investors

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Tim C. Opler
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jonathan S. Sokobin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Evolution of Shareholder Activism in the United States

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stuart Gillan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Laura T. Starks
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Case for Increasing Shareholder Power

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.116 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
