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		Abstract

		Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) play a crucial role in driving economic growth and job creation, particularly in developing nations. These enterprises constitute the majority of businesses globally and contribute significantly to employment and Gross Domestic Product (GDP). However, accessing finance remains a major challenge for MSMEs, hindering their growth potential. Moreover, a gender gap exists in the ownership and financing of MSMEs, emphasizing the need for a gendered analysis of credit access.

This report focuses on the gender disparities in credit access for MSMEs in Kenya. It aims to provide insights into the performance of MSMEs based on the gender of business ownership, thereby informing policy efforts to enhance credit access in the informal economy. The report utilizes data from the Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprise Survey conducted in 2016 by the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS). 
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