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		Abstract

		Decisions about which research projects to pursue have traditionally relied on the judgments of professional scientists and their peers. New online mechanisms now allow â€œcitizensâ€� without a scientific background to vote for projects or to support projects directly via crowdfunding. Policy makers and funding agencies encourage such mechanisms, partly in the hopes that citizens help steer research towards greater social impact. However, there is no systematic evidence on the role that social impact considerations play when lay evaluators decide which projects to support. There are also important concerns, including that citizens may ignore other evaluation criteria such as scientific merit, that costly voting mechanisms can deter certain groups of citizens from expressing their opinions, and that a personal interest in particular problems may bias evaluations. We examine these questions and concerns using data from over 2,300 citizens who evaluated four different research proposals and could express their support using a personally costless mechanism (i.e., funding recommendation) and a costly mechanism (i.e., donation of oneâ€™s own money). Our results suggest that lay evaluators consider evaluation criteria beyond social impact, but that costly mechanisms give greater voice to citizens with higher income and education. Personal interest is associated with greater project support but not with higher - and potentially inflated - estimates of a projectâ€™s social impact. Our results inform current debates on the involvement of citizens in funding decisions and contribute to research on the organization of science, crowdsourcing, as well as crowdfunding. 
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