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		Abstract

		While interest in the health of American democratic institutions has grown during the Trump era, scholars have not produced many valid and reliable measures of the institutionsâ€™ sociological legitimacy. The important exception is among those studying courts. Relying of that literature, as well as the few attempts to measure legislative support in the past, I present some new indicators of the legitimacy of the U.S. Senate and report evidence from a NORC nationally representative survey fielded in 2021. After validating the measures, I examine the correlates of Senate support, focusing in particular on whether Black and White Americans differ in how much legitimacy they extend to the institution. Generally, I find important racial differences. However, perhaps my most important discovery is that Senate legitimacy seems to differ little from the legitimacy of the benchmark institution, the U.S. Supreme Court, and indeed, like Court support, the best predictors of Senate support are peopleâ€™s commitment to more general democratic values; how people feel about their political institutions seems to be closely intertwined with how they feel about democracy itself. My hope is that this measure of institutional support will aid future researchers in understanding the complexity of citizens attitudes toward legislatures. 
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