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		Abstract

		Platforms are increasingly important in how we listen to music, watch movies, read news, maintain friendships, work, bank, shop, and travel.  Whether Amazon, eBay, Sabre, Tinder, or the New York Stock Exchange (â€œNYSEâ€�), the goal of each platform is facilitating an efficient match for market actors. Importantly, the governance polices of the platform are how platforms create value and differentiate from their competitors when in a competitive market. However, when not in competitive markets, platforms may abuse market power through those same governance policies. For digital platforms with market dominance, privacy and data governance polices can serve as vehicles to abuse power, where the collection, storage, sharing, and use of data benefit the platform owner but harm market actors on the platform. 
 
However, recent rulings and antitrust scholarship have too often looked past privacy governance as a mechanism platforms use to abuse market power. They have gone so far as to override user privacy interests and preferences in the name of platform efficiencies and competition â€“ some claiming that users have no privacy interests in the data collected by a platform.
In this essay, I argue that antitrust scholars and courts have taken privacy shortcuts to mistakenly frame users as having no privacy interests in data collected by platforms. These privacy shortcuts, such as privacy as concealment or as protection from intrusion, justify platforms creating an attractive customer-facing platform to lure in customers and later exploit user data in a secondary platform or business. I call this the Honeypot Problem.   As such, these privacy shortcuts hide an important mechanism used by platforms to abuse market power and justify the growth of honeypot platforms that act like a lure for consumers to collect their data only to later exploit that data in a different business.

I offer a positive account of privacy on platforms to show how the problems introduced by the privacy shortcuts can be resolved by understanding the norms of data governance for a given platform. Privacy on platforms is defined by the norms of appropriate flow â€” what data is collected, the conditions under which information is collected, with whom the data is shared, and whether data is used in furtherance of the context of the platform. Norms of privacy and data governance â€“ what and how data is collected, shared, and used â€“ will differ when on LinkedIn versus Tinder, since the platforms perform different functions and have different contextual goals, purposes, values, and actors. However, privacy and data governance norms are a mechanism by which these platforms differentiate and compete in a competitive market and abuse market power in less competitive markets. 
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