

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Urbanization, Urban Concentration and Economic Growth in Developing Countries

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			CREDIT Research Paper No. 03/14

        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			33 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 2 Jan 2004
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Luisito BertinelliLuisito Bertinelli
Universite du Luxembourg
Eric Strobl
Ecole Polytechnique, Paris - Department of Economic Sciences; IZA Institute of Labor Economics


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 2003

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We investigate how urban concentration and urbanization affect economic growth in developing countries. Using semi-parametric estimation techniques on a cross-country panel of 39 countries for the years 1960-1990 we discover a U-shaped relationship for urban concentration. this suggests the existence of an urban-concentration trap where marginal increases in urban concentration would reduce growth for about a third of our sample. Furthermore, there appears to be no systematic relationship between urbanization and economic growth. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: urban concentration, economic development, LDCs, semiparametric estimations

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: R11, O18, C14

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Bertinelli,  Luisito and Strobl,  Eric, Urbanization, Urban Concentration and Economic Growth in Developing Countries (September 2003). CREDIT Research Paper No. 03/14,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=464202 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.464202 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Luisito Bertinelli (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Universite du Luxembourg  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					L-1511 Luxembourg
Luxembourg

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Eric Strobl

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Ecole Polytechnique, Paris - Department of Economic Sciences  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Ecole Polytechnique
Department of Economics
Paris, 75005
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, D-53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,095

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    5,613

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   37,103

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       15 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      106 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Urban Economics & Regional Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Urban Economics & Regional Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              730

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,111

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Economic Growth eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Economic Growth eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              628

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,954

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        William Easterly at New York University - Department of Economics

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Productivity Gains from Geographic Concentration of Human Capital: Evidence from the Cities

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James E. Rauch
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Cities and Skills

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward L. Glaeser
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    David C. MarÃ©
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Complementarity between Cities and Skills

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward L. Glaeser
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Matthew Resseger
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Estimating the Social Return to Higher Education: Evidence from Longitudinal and Repeated Cross-Sectional Data

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Enrico Moretti
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Micro-Foundations of Urban Agglomeration Economies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gilles Duranton
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Diego Puga
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Micro-Foundations of Urban Agglomeration Economies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gilles Duranton
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Diego Puga
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Cities, Skills, and Regional Change

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Giacomo A. M. Ponzetto, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Cities, Skills, and Regional Change

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Giacomo A. M. Ponzetto, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Consumer City

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Jed Kolko, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
