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		Abstract

		Is an absolute majority of the Parliament half plus one of the total number of seats in the house of Parliament? Or is it half plus one of the total number of Members of Parliament at a particular time? The question is relevant when there are casual vacancies.

In the 2023 case of Loughman Weibur v Speaker of Parliament, the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal of Vanuatu held that under the Constitution of Vanuatu an absolute majority is to be calculated against the number of elected members in parliament at the time of the vote, not the number of seats.

This brief comment highlights the potential for uncertainty in the meaning of absolute majority in written constitutions and parliamentary rules across Oceania and how it might be resolved through constitutional interpretation, design and drafting. 
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