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		Abstract

		In Common Good Constitutionalism, Professor Adrian Vermeule articulates a conception of the common good. Vermeule has much to say about the common good, but very little to say about the substantive component of his conception, which he describes as â€œhappiness or flourishing.â€� This Article articulates a conception of the common good that is grounded in a virtue-centered conception of human flourishing. Humans are rational and social creatures, and therefore, flourishing for humans consists in rational and social activities that express the human excellence or virtues. The common good requires communities that facilitate human flourishing in three ways: (1) by creating the preconditions for human flourishing, including peace, health, and prosperity, (2) by fostering the development of the human virtues through sustaining nurturing families and virtue-centered systems of education, and (3) by providing opportunities for rational and social activities in the form of meaningful work and recreation. This virtue-centered conception of the common good has important implications for both legislation and constitutionalism. Constitutions should be designed to encourage legislation for the common good and the selection of virtuous officials, including judges. The articulation of a virtue-centered conception of the common good is part of a larger project called "virtue jurisprudence." 
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