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		Abstract

		Common good constitutionalism (CGC) offers a new theory of constitutional interpretation grounded in the concept of the common good.  At this point in its development, the theory lacks a sufficient account of how the common good is secured by the U.S. Constitution through CGC. Originalism, by contrast, offers a sophisticated and persuasive account, likewise from the natural law tradition, of how the Constitutionâ€™s original meaning secures the United Statesâ€™ common good. Originalist scholars argue that originalismâ€™s capacity to secure the United Statesâ€™ common good provides sound reasons for legal officials, and all Americans, to follow the Constitutionâ€™s original meaning.

This Essay has five main parts. In Part I, I discuss CGCâ€™s description of itself and argue that originalism appears to fit within that description. In Part II, I explain how both CGC and originalism agree that the common good provides the subjects of a political communityâ€™s law with reasons for action. In Part III, I briefly summarize my prior arguments that originalism provides sound reasons for the Constitutionâ€™s subjects to follow the Constitutionâ€™s original meaning. In Part IV, I compare originalismâ€™s reason-giving capacity to CGCâ€™s and conclude that originalists have provided a more persuasive account of how the Constitution provides reasons for Americans to follow it. 
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