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		Abstract

		In this paper, we revisit the roles of marriage relations in social mobility and compare them to the roles of blood ties in a pre-modern society. To achieve this objective, we investigate the lineage data of elite families from the late 13th century to the middle 16th century of pre-modern Korea. Our dataset brings in details on fathers-in-law, such as their family backgrounds and government official ranks. We reveal whether a father-and-son relationship, as well as a father-in-law-and-son-in-law relationship, were significant in determining oneâ€™s official rank in a central government system. We specify the size and relative strength of the effect from our robust ordinary least squares (OLS) model. From the analysis, we find that the influence of family background, which included own and in-law family, was significant for those who were married to a member of an elite family. Particularly, a father-in-lawâ€™s official post showed a significant impact on a son-in-lawâ€™s status. In this social structure, every man and family was strongly motivated to make a marriage relation with a respective family. 
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