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		Abstract

		In modern accounts of how democracies work and thrive, these who, how, and when questions are considered in light of the ambition to create durable democratic rotation through broad popular participation in meaningfully competitive elections. The practical operation of elections, in turn, usually depend upon the existence of political parties. They give electoral politics temporal and geographic cohesion, and â€œgrease the wheels of representative democracy.â€�

Despite political partiesâ€™ important constitutional functions, the burgeoning literature in comparative constitutional studies contains relatively few contributions that systematically address partiesâ€™ constitutional functions, or that explore systematically the constitutional law of electoral design. To be sure, some of these questions have received attention in the political science literature. While a useful starting point, this literature leaves unaddressed many questions of singular importance concerning the relationship between constitutional design and party systems.

This volume is an effort to address this relationship. It examines the constitutional treatment of parties and elections both as a matter of constitutional theory and from the perspective of historical and contemporary practice. To this end, it draws together a series of contributions from a diverse range of scholars working in distinct disciplines. The characteristic disciplinary positivism of political scientists and the typical normative optimism of constitutional lawyers may well create the dialectic necessary for significant intellectual breakthroughs on the topic.

This introduction frames the conceptual challenges of constitutional design that all the contributors to this volume grapple with, as well as providing some more general context. It canvasses, in particular, various models of constitutional treatment of elections and parties before introducing the contributions that follow.
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